Foresters wear black breeches and orange cross-belts .
with a badge depicting a bowman at the front and an 'rhe Gate
oak tree on the back. .
Micklebarrow wear orange on red cross belts, and their bad

badge features the famous Bramley Apple, discovered in
Southwell.

Broadstone wear a white on black cross belt with yellow
ribbons and their badge shows the Broadstone at Retford; " i | 101
the side wears black breeches and black bowler hats. : Q:IJE a:rahl“ﬂnal

Selston wear white shirts and trousers with a plain black ' _ﬁﬁ[tmgbﬂmﬁblrl’

"baldric and a badge depicting a morris musician playing . ; ;
B ioe i tabor: wedlli proin,; blank and hiteleibay Whitsuntide Procession

ribbons and straw hats.

Owd Oss Mummers like the Dolphin morrismen, owe their

origin to the Nottingham Traditional Music Club. They
perform traditional mumming plays from this area and
elsewhere in England, in January (Plough Monday) and in '
the summer. They have carried out research into mumming -
plays which used to be performed in Nottinghamshire

villages such as Cropwell Bishop.

Five local morris teams
will recreate the ancient

ABOUT THE CHARITY custom of the 'GATE TO
: : ' SOUTHWELL' by dancing from
The 'Smile Don't Stare Fund' is organised by Friends of _ Nottingham to Southwell

the Greenwood Childrens' Centre at the City Hospital in
Nottingham. Its aim is to support in practical ways the
families of children with physical or mental handicaps;
for example, by purchasing a specially adapted holiday
chalet at Mablethorpe. The object of this year's fund |
raising is to provide electronic equipment to help WHIT SATURDAY, 21ST MAY 1983
severely handicapped children to communicate with their -

family and friends.

Minster, accompanied by a
troupe of sponsored walkers

on

For further details about the Fund, and the money raised

by the sponsored walkers and dancers on the Gate to

Southwell, please contact: Mr M Robinson (Nottm.
131 Park Road 653315)
Calverton,



THE GATE TO SOUTHWELL

The Gate to Southwell is a traditional Nottinghamshire
event that dates back to the year 1109, when the
Archbishop of York - Thomas of Beverley - wrote to

each of the parishes of Nottinghamshire asking them to
contribute to the building of a new mother church at
Southwell., Their offerings - the Southwell Pence -

were brought to the Church in an annual procession at
Wnitsuntide. The procession began in Nottingham and was
headed by the Mayor and Corporation in their best cere-
monial robes. Apparently, the Mayor was allowed a
certain discretion and sometimes did not come 'because of
foulness of the way or destemperance of the weder'.
Behind the Mayor came clergy who could use the occasion to
get up to date on church business and ordinary people
combining a pilgrimage with a holiday excursion.

According to one author, "Southwell was very gay on
Wnit Monday with the representatives of two hundred
and five odd parishes riding into the little town.
Whit week was long regarded as Southwell Feast Week,
when merry village sports and other pastimes made a
welcome break in the peaceful progress of the year.
The greatest attractions were the donkey, and pony
«sraces from Burgage Green to the top of Hockerton Hill
and back. Nothing is left of all these enjoyments now,
and the wnole feast has degenerated into Southwell
Races, which are held at Rolleston."

The Gate to Southwell is of particlar interest to

morris dancers, because the Nottingham Borough records
show that in 1530, entertainment on the procession was
provided by a team of morris dancers. They were rewarded
for their efforts by payment from the Borough for their
bells coats and the ale that the dancers drank at all
times. Morris dancing in Nottinghamshire has a

recorded history that goes back more than four hundred
years.

THE MORRIS DANCERS

The five local morris dance teams taking part are:

The Dolphin Morrismen were founded in 1968 and maintain
very strong links with the Nottingham Traditional Music
Club. The name derives from the Dolphin Pub in Nottingham
where the side went for refreshment after its first
practice. The Dolphin are now based at Kingston-upon-
Soar and dances on Thursday evenings from May to August

in vilages within about a 12 mile radius of Nottingham.

The Foresters Morris and Sword Dance Club was founded in
1952 by men taking part in joint practices between three
earlier groups - Ripley, Men of Nottingham and Charnwood
Foresters. The side is based in Nottingham and dance
on Monday evenings in the summer in villages within a

15 mile radius of the City.

The Micklebarrow Morrismen were founded in 1876 and were
Originally based on the Southwell Folk Club. The name
derives from Micklebarrow Hill, an ancient burial mound
behind the pub in Southwell where practices are held.
The side dances in the villages around Southwell on
Friday evenings during the summer.

The Broadstone Morrismen are based at Retford and take their
name from the Broadstone at Retford. The side dances.
in the villages around Retford on Monday evenings during

the summer.

The Selston Morrismen were founded in 1380 by a group of
men wnoses sons were members of a morris side at Holly
Hill School - the Selston Hollymen.

T

The sides are distinguishable by their uniforms, especially
- by the coloured cross belts (baldrics):

Dolphin wear red on green cross belts with a central
badge featuring a yellow dolphin.
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Traditional Swiss Melody.
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Y faith, it is an oaken staff,

The tavelier's well-loved aid;

My faith, it is a weapon stout,
The soldier’s trusty blade:
I'll travel on, and stll be stirred
By silent thought or social word ;
By all iny perils undeterred,
A soldier-pilgrim staid.

2 1 have a Captain, and the heart
Ofr every private man

Has drunk 1n valour from His eyes,

Since first the war began:
He is most merciful in fight,
And of His scars a single sight
The embers of our failing might
Into a flame can fan.

3 I have a Guide, and in His steps
When travellers have trod,
Whether bencath was flinty rock
Or yielding grassy sod,
They cared not, but with force unspent,
Unmoved by pain, they onward went,
Unstayed by pleasures, still they bent
Their zealous course to God.

4 My faith, it is an oaken staff,
O let me on it lean!
My faith, it is a trusty sword,
May falschood find it keen!
Thy Spirit, Lord, to me impart,
O make me what Thou ever art,
Of patient and courageous heart,
As all true saints have been.

THOMAS TOKE LYNCH, 1818-71,

Southwell

Brinkley 5.45pm.
The Fiskerton 5.00pm.

Route of
The Gate
to Thurgarton 3.20 pm.
Southwell
1983

Bleasby 4.05pm.

Hoveringham 2.30pm.

Caythorpe 1.45pm.
Lowdham 1.00 pm.

Burton Joyce 12noon

Carlton 11.00am.

Old Market

Square
9.00 am.

Sneinton 10.00 am.

Minster 6.30pm. —




THE EVENING

After the service at the Minster, the dancers and
sponsored walxkers are invited to repair to the nearby
'Bramley Apple' in Church Street, where they may
quench their thirst with a pint of beer provided

free of cnarge to bona fide participants by the
generosity of the Home Brewery Company Limited.

Tnus refresned, a dance or two will be in order,
before the feast.

The feast and ceilidh will be held at Lowdham Village

Hall from 7.30 p.m. Callers and musicians should contact
Eric Foxley.

ORGANISER'S WOTE

Many thanks to all those who have helped to make the
revival of the Gate to Southwell such a success, and
particularly to those seasoned campaigners for whom

this is tne third time. A warm welcome this year to the
the Selston Hollymen and the Owd Oss Mummers who are
participating for the first time.

Next year will be a special year for the Gate, since
1384 sees the centenary of the Southwell Diocese, and
the Minsters status as a cathedral. The 'Southwell
100" Committee is organising a series of commemorative
events and the Gate to Southwell will be part of the
official centenary programme. Because of the centenary
events, the Gate will be held on the Saturday at the
end of Whitweek, 16 June 1984,

I nope that you will all have a very enjoyable Gate.

;es-ku-

THE SERVICE AT THE MINSTER

In the Minster, there will be a short service to
commermorate the morris dancers and pilgrims who over
several hundred years made the annual procession to
Southwell. After the Chapter Clerk has welcomed the
procession to the Cathedral, the hymn 'Staff of Faith'
will be sung (words overleaf). There will follow
prayers and the song 'Lord of the Dance'. A traditional
English morris dance from Bampton in the Bush,
Oxfordshire, known as 'Glorishears' will be performed
to the tune of 'Lord of the Dance'. The service will
conclude with the hymn, appropriate to Whitsuntide,
'Fear not rejoice and be glad' and a reading from Joel
Chapter 2, verses 21-27 upon which the hymn is based.
After the blessing, the procession will leave by the
west door.

SOUTHWELL 100

P e e e s
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ADVANCE NQTICE

The Diocese of Southwell celebrates its Centenary in
1984, The Gate to Southwell will be held in conjunction
with Southwell 100, on Saturday, 16th June 1984,



The approximate times for the procession, and the sides
leading each stage are given below:

Dolphin D Micklebarrow M
Foresters F Broadstone B
Selston S Owd Oss Mummers O
9.15 Lord Mayor starts procession (all)
€9.30 Wheeler Gate/Low Pavement - display by (F)3
9.40 Weekday Cross (D)
9:55 Hermitage Square, Sneinton - display by (DMBS)
& coffee
10,20 'Greenwood Tree' (F)
1C.50 'Earl of Chesterfield', Carlton (D)
11.10 'Inn for a Penny', Carlton (MBS)
11.45 Woodside Road, Burton Joyce (F)
12.00 Cross Keys, Burton Joyce - display & coffee
12,20 Junction with A612, Burton Joyce (D)
1.00 Lowdham (MBS)
1.45 'Black Horse', Caythorpe (F)
2:25 '"The Old Elm Tree', Hoveringham (D)
(2.30) Hoveringham village)
2,55 Brookfield Drive, Hoveringham (MBS)
3.20 'Coach & Horses', Thurgarton (F)
3.45 Goverton turn (D)
4.05/  Bleasby Village Hall - cream teas (MBS)
4.15 ;
4,40 Midway to Fiskerton (F)
5.10 'Bromley Arms', Fiskerton (D)
5.30 Railway crossing, Fiskerton (MBS)
5:55 Brinkley (F)
6.20 Easthorpe (all)
6.30 SOUTHWELL MINSTER

At the 'White Lion, Easthorpe, the sides will line up
for the final stage into the Minster, where our

arrival is timed for the end of Evensong at 6.30 p.m.

At the North Porch, the 'Southwell Pence' will be handed
over following a long custom, to the Chapter Clerk.

The 'Southwell Pence' were traditionally the offerings
of each parish in the county of Nottinghamshire to the
mother church at Southwell, and they amounted to
£15:18s:73d in total. Since the revival of the 'Gate',
they are contributed by the local morris sides.

LORD OF THE DANCE
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I danced for the scribe

And the pharisee,

But they would not dance
And they wouldn't follow me.
I danced for the fishermen,
For James and John—

Thes came with me

And the dance went on.
Dance then, . . .

I danced on the Sabbath

And 1 cured the lame:

The holy people

Said it was a shame.

They whipped and they stripped
And they hung me on high,
And they lefi me there

On a Cross to die.

Dance then, . . .

I danced in ‘he morning

When the world was begun,

And 1 danced in the moon

And the stars and the sun:

And | came down from heuaven

And I danced on the earth,

At Bethlchem

1 had my birth,

Dance then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the Dance, suid he,

And I'll lead vou all wherever you mayv be,
And 1'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

4 1 danced on a Friday

When the sky turned black;
It’s hard 1o dance

With the devil on your back.
They buried my body

And they thought 1'd gone;
But I am the dance,

And 1 sull go on.

Dance then, . . .

They cut me down

And 1 leapt up high;

1 am the life

That'll never, never die.

I'll live in you

If vou'll live in me;

I am the Lord

Of the Dance, said he.
Dance then, . . .

Ln



Fear not! rejoice and be glad
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We do not know when the annual procession was ended,
but it seems likely to have been in the 16th Century
when the Reformation of the church, and

especially the break of the link with Rome, undermined
the religious purpose of the procession. In the late
18th Century, the annual church meeting which used to
be held in conjunction with the procession was
abolished. Even after the procession was given up

for a long time, the Chapter clerk attended for form's
sake on Whit Mondays in the north porch of the Minster,
where his predecessors nad collected the Southwell
Pence.

THE 1383 PROCESSION: WHERE AND WHEN

The 1983 'Gate to Southwell' will assemble in the 0ld
Market Square, Nottingham at 8 a.m. on Saturday, 21st
May. The five local morris sides taking part in the
procession will give a dance display in front of the
Council House, starting with a massed 'Getting Upstairs'
(Headington) and a show dance from Dolphin. These will
be followed by a massed 'Balance the Straw' (Fieldtown),
a show dance from Foresters, and, finally, 'Bonny Green
Garters' for all the dancers. The Lord Mayor of
Nottingham has been invited to start the procession by
handing over the customary annual contribution of
Nottingham Borough to the Minster Church at Southwell -
the 'Southwell Pence'. This was fixed, centuries ago,
at 13 shillings and 4 pence, and, as is fitting will be
paid over in 'old money'. The cross-bearer will then
lead the procession out of the 0ld Market Square via
Wheeler Gate and Middle Pavement to Weekday Cross. After
this point, the procession will be led in turn, by each
of the morris sides taking part.



The Gate
to Southwell

The Traditional
Pottinghumshive
Whitsuntive Procession

The "Gate to Southwell” is one of Nottinghamshir's most ancient
customs, dating back to the year 1109 A.D. It is an annual pro-
cession, held at Whitsuntide, from Nottingham to Southwell Minster.
Many people from all over the county used to take part, led by the
Mayor of Nottingham. They brought alms, known at the "Southwell
Pence" or "Pentcostals", to the church. 1In the 16th Century,

according to local records, entertainment was provided on the way by |

the morris dancers.

After a lapse of several centuries, Nottinghamshire morris dancers
revived the Gate in 1981, and it is now held annually. This year,
on Saturday, 21 May, the morris dancers will assemble in the 0ld
Market Square, Nottingham at 9 a.m. and will dance via Sneinton (10),
Carlton (11), Burton Joyce (12 noon), Lowdham (1), Hoveringham
(2:30), Bleasby (4) and Fiskerton (5), all the way to Southwell
Minster (6:15). They will be accompanied by a troupeof walkers in
mediaeval costume, and all will be seeking sponsorship on bLehalf of
the "Smile Don't Stare" Fund which helps handicapped children who

attend the Greenwood Children's Centre at the City Hospital,
Hottingham.

- Saturday &l May

Southwell @] Minster 6. 30pm. _____

The
Route of
The Gate

Southwell
1983

~

Brinkley \m\
Fiskerton 5.00pm :

Bleasby 4.05pm.

Thurgarton 3.20 pm.

Hoveringham 2.30 pm.

Caythorpe 1.45pm.
Lowdham 1.00 pm.

Burton Joyce 12noon

Carlton 11.00am.

Old Market

(D\ Square

T 9.00 am.

Sneinton 10.00 am.
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Mottingham Old Market Square 9am
Weekday Cross. Lowdham 1pm Bleasby 4pm
Sneinten Hermitage 10am Caythorpe 1-45pm Fiskerton 5pm
Carlton 11am Hoveringham  2-3U pm Southwell Minster
Burton Joyce noon Thurgarton 3-20 pm 6-15 pm

The Gate to Southwell is organised by Dolphin Morrismen in}
conjunction with Foresters, Micklebarrow, and Broadstone !
Morrismen and Selston Hollymen. J

The Gate l
to Southwell

the traditional

Whitsuntide procession
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on
Saturday 21 May

Four local morris dance teams
will dance the 20 miles from

Nottingham to Southwell Minster
(accompanied by 16" Century walkers)
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The "Gate to Southwell" is one of Nottinghamshir's most ancient
customs, dating back to the year 1109 A.D. It is an annual pro-
cession, held at Whitsuntide, from Nottingham to Southwell Minster.
Many people from all over the county used to take part, led by the
Mayor of Nottingham. They brought alms, known at the "Socuthwell
Pence" or "Pentcostals", to the church. In the 16th Century,
according to local records, entertainment was provided on the way by
the morris dancers.

After a lapse of several centuries, Nottinghamshire morris dancers
revived the Gate in 1981, and it is now held annually., This year,
on Saturday, 21 May, the morris dancers will assemble in the 0ld
Market Square, Nottingham at 9 a.m. and will dance via Sneinton (10),
Carlton (11), Burton Joyce (12 noon), Lowdham (1), Hoveringham
(2:30), Bleasby (4) and Fiskerton (5), all the way to Southwell
Minster (6:15). They will be accompanied by a troupeof walkers in
mediaeval costume, and all will be seeking sponsorship on behalf of
the "Smile Don't Stare" Fund which helps handicapped children who
attend the Greenwood Children's Centre at the City Hospital,
Nottingham.

Saturday 21¢ NMay
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The "Gate to Southwell" is one of Nottinghamshir's most ancient
customs, dating back to the year 1109 A.D. It is an annual pro-
cession, held at Whitsuntide, from Nottingham to Southwell Minster.
Many people from all over the county used to take part, led by the
Mayor of Nottingham. They brought alms, known at the "Southwell
Pence" or "Pentcostals", to the church. In the 16th Century,

according to local records, entertainment was provided on the way by
the morris dancers.

After a lapse of several centuries, Nottinghamshire morris dancers
revived the Gate in 1981, and it is now held annually. This year,
on Saturday, 21 May, the morris dancers will assemble in the 01ld
Market Square, Nottingham at 9 a.m. and will dance via Sneinton (10),
Carlton (11), Burton Joyce (12 noon), Lowdham (1), Hoveringham
(2:30), Bleasby (4) and Fiskerton (5), all the way to Southwell
Minster (6:15). They will be accompanied by a troupeof walkers in
mediaeval costume, and all will be seeking sponsorship on behalf of
the "Smile Don't Stare" Fund which helps handicapped children who

attend the Greenwood Children's Centre at the City Hospital,
Not tingham,

Saturday 2l May
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are”  Pand, organised by Friends of the
weenwood Children's Centre, at the City
lospital, Nottingham. The IP'und will use
the sponsorship money to buy equipment to
welp handicapped children. For nore
letails contact: MRS E. DOONA, 17 GREEN-
IILLS ROAD, EASTWOOD, NOTTINGIAM (TEL:
SNGLEY Mill: 62C38)

Sponsor

Sponsor address
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| Saturday 4l ay
|
; ) Four local morris dance teams
: will dance the 20 miles from
| Nottingham to Southwell Minster
i - y , ] -
R (accompanied by 16" Century walkers)
Nottingham Old Market Square 9am
Weckday Cross Lowdham 1pm Bleasby 4pwmn I . ,
Sneinton Hermitage Iﬂlam Caythorpe 1-45pm Fiskerton 5Spm SponsgrSh 'p form
Carlton 11am Hoveringham  2-3u pm - Southwell Minster ' s
Burton Joyce noon Thurgarton 3-20 pm 6-15 pm
The Galte to Southwell is organised by Dolphin Morrismen ""E hame:
conjunction with Foresters, Micklebarrow, and Broadstone

Morrismen and Selston llollvmen. i



The Gate to Southwel

ORGANISER: BOB HINE

27 Hollytree Close,
Hoton,
\ . Leics.
Tel. Wymeswold 880635 (Home)

Your Ref: T/SFR/9

Mr D Taylor

The Lord Mayor's Secretary

The Lord lMayor's Parlour

Tne Council House

tottingham NG1 2DT

Dear Mr Tayleor

I am writing to vou in connection with this vear's 'Gate to Southwell', the
traditional Hottinghamshire procession to Southwell Minster. In 1981, and
again last year, the procession was successfully revived by the Dolphin
Morrismen, in conjunction with other local morris dance sides. In addition

1
to reinstating an ancient custom, over £1,300 was raised for the Smile Don't
Stare Fund organised by the Friends of the Greenwood Children's Centre at
the City Hospital.

D

3
-]
@)

In keeping with tradition, for the last two vears the.lord Mavor of Nettinsham
has xindly set the procession on its way by handine over the 'Southwell Pence',

the medilaeval alms to the Minster. I am writing to ask if the Lord Mavor would
kindly agree again this year to start the procession. he date is Sathrﬂay,

2] May 1983, and the format is as before, with the procession assembling outside the
City Hall at 9 a.m. Ve hope to raise a large sum, asain for the benefit of the
Smile Don't Stare Fund.

Lam
L

For information, I enclose a copy of last year's programe.

Yours sincerely

R e

R.C. HINE ® [ ———



The Lorp Mavor's ParLounr,

THwe CounciL. House,

Tee. No. 44331, MoOTTINGHAM, NGI 20T,

T/LHW.25 9th May 1983

Dear Mr. Hine,

With reference to your letter of 9th March
and my subsequent reply, I am now in a position
to let you know that the Lord Mayor Designate

(Councillor Arthur Wright)

will be delighted to start the Gate to
Southwell on Saturday 21st May, 1983 outside
the Council House at 9.00 a.m.

Would you please complete the enclosed
form and return it to me as soon as possible.

ou sincere

Vo ov“z
Lord ayor's Secretary

/
R. C. Hine, Esq.,’
27 Hollytree Close,
Hoton,
Leics.

P.5. A s.a.e. is enclosed



Tue Lorb Mavor's ParLoun,

THe Councit House,

Ter. No. 443 31. NoTTINGHAM, NGl 2DT.

T/SFR/25 9th March 1983

Dear Mr, Hine,

Thank you for your letter received today
inviting the Lord Mayor to start the Gate to
Southwell on Saturday 21st May 1983 outside the
Council House at 9.00 a.m,

This will in fact be during the next Civic
Year and due to the Municipal Elections I shall
not know who the new Lord Mayor is to be until
9th May. However, a note of this function has
been made in the new Diary and I will write to
you again as soon as possible.

Yours si%?ere‘y,

qud Mayor's Secretary
F

R.C, Hine, Esq.

27 Hollytree Close,

Hoton,

Leicse.



The Traditional
Pottinghamshire
Whitsuntide Procession

P Just a few points about Saturday's Gate to Southwell
I. According to the programme, your side is down to dance the following

sections of the route:

2. Given the persistently wet weather we have had over the last couple

of months, it is as well to be prepared for some rain on Saturday.
Firstly, I think that the idea of carrying a plastic dustbin liner
that can be used in the event of a sudden downpour is a good one,
even if somewhat incogruous in a I6th Century context. What is more
if enough people carry them, it may prevent the rain altogether.
Secondly, in the case of more persistent rain, it will be up to the
squires to take decisions about shelter. Having already made the Gate
+wice we don't need to get drowned just to prove that the Gate can be
done. Her is a list of places where shelter can be sought:
Sneinton Community Centre, Hermitage Square...early on
pubs during opening hours, II to 2:30
the landlord at the Coach and Horses Thurgarton has applied for
an extension after 2:30, but even if this is refused he will
be open for the sale of non-alcoholic drinks after 2:30
Village Hall, Bleasby: we have the hall for the afternoon, but try
not to get in the way of the caterers who are prepating tea for 4p.m.
Bromley Arms, Fiskerton: the apllication for an extension was turned
down, but the pub will be open at 5p.m. for the sale of non-intoxicating
liquor
pubs in Southwell open at 6p.m.

Please try to ensure that when the weather improves you are in the right

place to carry out your next section of the procession.



The Traditional
Pottinghamshire
Whitguntide Procession

3. I have made the following reservations for meals for your side:

soveowe T2AS @ 75D wwveens
veess. Teasss @ £3.50 vovvn. total vvevenns

Please bring a cheque for this amount payable to Dolphin Morrismen on
Saturday.

4, The charity "Smile Don't Stare" will be meeting the expenses of mounting
the Gate this year (except for food and travel) and will receive the
proceeds from the collection along the route. Assuming that the collection
is similar in amount to previous years, the financial effect will be
much the same as before, but the arrangement does ensure that we don't make
a loss if it rains and there is a small collection we shan't be out of
pocket. There is one expense, however, which I should like the morris sides

st to retain if possible, and this is the Southwell Pence contribution.
The total for this is £I5.89, and if we split this between the five sides,
this amounts to £3.I8 each. So, if you agree to this, will you add this

sum to your cheque for the foodj

5. Don't forget that you need beer tickets-for' ydu:r‘ free pint at the
Bramley Apple after the Minster service... collect the tickets from me
om Saturday. Soft drinks are available as an alternative to beer; they

will be served from a separate table, so don't join the beer queue.

That's all for now, see you on Saturday

ORGANISER: BOB HINE

27 Hollytree Close,

Hoton, Neas Lo%k&mvgl\
Leics.

Tel. Wymeswold 880635
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The Gate to Southwell is organised by Dolphin Morrismen in conjunctionwith
Foresters, Clifton Grove and Micklebarrow Morrismen
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HOVERINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: A. J. Glynn

"Holy Row",
Brookfield Drive,
Hoveringham,
Nottingham.
NG14 7JW

Telephone Nottingham 663155

20th June, 1983

kr. B. Hine,

27 Hollytree Close,
Hoton,

Leics.,.

Dear Bob,

iy Council discussed the Gate of Southwell activity
at their meeting last week and felt that it had been most
enjoyable to have you in our community.

We would be pleased to provide similar hospitality

next year, probabl& on the 16th of June when it ought to be
warmer and a little less wet!

llo doubt Cecil will be in touch with us nearer the
time to confirm things more definitely so that we can get
the Hall booked and the tea ladies lined up.

Yours sincerely,

Qe =

Jean Gynn
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movements  are often accentuated by the use of
handkerchiefs or sticks. The detailed patterns of the
dances vary widely according to the particular villages
from which they originated.

Although, as the Gate to Southwell records show, morris
dancing iS " part »of thel = folk tradition  in
Nottinghamshire, unfortunately no records have survived
of the dances in this area, probably because of the
early industrialisation of the county. The dances
performed by today's - "revival" sides are therefore
taken from the repertoire of traditional morris dancers
in other parts of the country, and especially the
Cotswolds. By the turn of this century, almost all of
the traditional morris dance sides had ceased to
perform regularly and because the dances had been
handed down from father to son by example rather than
written down, they were nearly lost for ever.
Fortunately, thanks to the diligence of a small band of
collectors in the early 1900's who tracked down the
old-time dancers - often men in their eighties - a
large number of the dances have survived.

THANKS

I would like to express the thanks of the participants
in the Gate to Southwell to the many people who have
helped us in our endeavour, and in particular to the
Lord Mayor for turning out early on Saturday morning in
order to set the procession on its way; to the Chapter
Clerk of Southwell Minster (Canon Morley) and to Canon
David Keene fortheir organisation of the special
Minster service; to Tom Huggon, of the Sneinton
Environmental Society for entertaining us with his
stirring annual perorations to the Sneinton Community
Centre for their hospitality; to Henry Howard for his
colourful greeting outside the Minster; to Jenny Farr
for allowing us to use the grounds of the O0ld Rectory
tat  Thurgarton for the Mediaeval Fayre; to the Aidleys
‘team for their dance display at the Fayre; to Home Ales
for their generous supply of beer; and to members of
the Burton Joyce and Bulcote Local History Society for
their coffee stall.

|to Southwell

Gate

The Traditional
Pottinghamshive {
Whitsuntive Procession

==y e e

SOUTHWELL 100

on
Saturday 16" June 1984

Eight local morris dance teams

will dance the 20 miles from
Nottingham to Southwell Minster
(accompanied by 16th Century walkers)



ORGANISER'S NOTE

Welcome to this year's Gate to Southwell, which is the
fourth since the revival of the Gate in 1981. Let us
hope that June 1984 turns out to be drier than May
1983. (Dolphins were of course in their element,
swimming from Burton Joyce to Lowdham.)

The 1984 procession is special for a number of reasons.
Firstly, all of the Nottinghamshire men's morris sides
will be taking part in the procession, and we extend a
warm welcome this year to the Mansfield and University
teams. Secondly, the Gate is being held in conjunction
with Southwell 100, which celebrates the centenary of
Southwell Minster becoming a cathedral. Thirdly, we
are hoping to have more sponsored walkers as well as
dancers than have taken part in the procession before.
In addition to our friends from Smile Don't Stare, we
shall be accompanied by a group of sponsored walkers
from the National Association for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) which is also in its
centenary year. Fourthly, as a new venture for the
Gate, NSPCC is organising a Mediaeval Fayre (details
below) at the O0ld Rectory, Thurgarton. Amongst the
attractions will be craft stalls, children's
amusements, assorted side stalls and dance displays.

Thanks to all those who have helped with the planning
and operation of the procession, especially to the
regulars at the Ferry. Warm thanks too to the Committee
of Smile Don't Stare and to Gill Tanner and Anne

Buckland of the NSPCC.

I hope that you will all have a very enjoyable Gate.

pri

P.S. Please make a note of the date for the Gate to
Southwell next year, which is Whit-Saturday 26th May,
1985.

The sides are distinqui i i

_ : guishable by their uniform
especially by the coloured cross belts (haldrics?i o
Dolphin wear white shirts and trousers, and straw hats.

Their cross belts are red on i
reen h
badge featuring a yellow dolphin. = n S

Foresters wear black breeches and white shirts; their

cross belts are orange with bad S
ges depictin b
at the front and an oak tree on the bacE. =l

Micklebarrow wear white shirts and trousers, and orange
and red cross belts; their badge shows the famous
Bramley apple, discovered in Southwell.

Broadstone wear a white on black cr i
L : oss belt with yellow
ribbons, and their badge features the Broadstone at

EEEFord; the side wears black breeches and black bowler
S.

Selston wear white shirts and trousers with a plain
black cross belt and a badge depicting a morris

musician playing a pie and tabor; red, qgre
: i 2 2en, black
white elbow ribbons and straw hais. i ; e

The Mansfield uniform comprises white shirts with
leather cross belts, black breeches and straw hats.

The Qniuersity_ side wears black breeches and a cross
belt in the University colours of blue, green and
yellow.

THE MORRIS DANCE

Although the precise origins and functions of the
English morris dances are obscure, it seems likely that
the dances are derived from n ancient fertility rite
performed in the Spring to ensure good crops in the
following season., They are distinctive as ritual
rathgr than social dances. performed usually by a team
of six dancers and a musician. The dancers weave a
sequence of patterns punctuated by a series of more
specialised hand, leg and arm movements. These



THE MORRIS DANCERS
The teams taking part in this year's procession are:

The Dolphin Morrismen who were founded in 1968 and
maintain strong links with the Nottingham Traditional
Music Club. The name derives from the Dolphin pub in
Nottingham where the side went for refreshment after
its first practice. Dolphin are now based at
Kingston-on-Soar and dance on Thursday evenings from

May to August in villages within about a 12 mile radius
of Nottingham.

The Foresters Morris and Sword Dance Club was founded
in 1952 by men taking part in joint practices between
three earlier groups - Ripley, Men of Nottingham and
Charnwood Foresters. The side is based in Nottingham
and dances on Monday evenings in Summer in villages
within a 15 mile radius of the City.

The Micklebarrow Morrismen were founded in 1976 and
were originally based on the Southwell Folk Club. The
name derives from Micklebarrow Hill, an ancient burial
mound behind the pub in Southwell where practices are
held. The side dances in the villages around Southwell
on Friday evenings during the Summer.

The Broadstone Morrismen are based at Retford and take
their name from the Broadstone in the town. On Monday
evenings during the Summer months the side dances in
the villages around Retford.

The Mansfield Morrismen were founded in 1975 by members
of the Mansfield Folk Dance Group, and dance out during
the summer in north Nottinghamshire.

The University side was founded in 1978 by a member of
the Swindon Morrismen who came as a student to

Nottingham. The side now comprises both students and
locals.
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THE 1884 PROCESSION: WHEN AND WHERE

The 1884 '"Gate to Southwell" will assemble in the 01d
Market Sguare, Nottingham at 8.30 a.m. on Saturday 16th

June. The eight local morris dance sides will give a

dance display in front of the Council House; the
programme will be:

Getting Upstairs (Headington)
Balance the Straw (Fieldtown)
Shepherds Hey (Adderbury)

Bonny Green Garters (Bampton)

After the dance display, the Lord Mayor of Nottingham -

Mrs I.F. Matthews - will start the procession on its

way by handing over the customary annual contribution
of Nottingham Borough to the Minster church at
Southwell - the Southwell Pence. This was fixed,
centuries ago, at 13 shillings and 4 (old) pence, and -
as is fitting - will be paid in "old money" . The
cross-bearer will then lead the procession out of the
0ld Market Square via Wheeler Gate and Middle Pavement
to lWeekday Cross. After this point, the procession
will be led, in turn, by each of the morris sides
taking part.



The approximate times for the procession, and the sides
leading each stage are given below:

Dolphin D Selston S
Foresters F University U
Micklebarrow Mi Mansfield Ma
Broadstone B Calverton iz

all 8.30 *assemble Old Market Square, Nottingham
all 9.00 Lord Mayor starts procession
FU 8.15 Weekday Cross (via Wheeler Gate and Low
Pavement )
DS 9.30 *Hermitage Square, Sneinton
MB 9.55 'Greenwood Tree!
FU 10.25 ¥*'tarl of Chesterfield', Carlton
DS 10.45 'Inn for a Penny', Carlton
MmB 11.20 Woodside Road, Burton Joyce
FU 11.55 Junction with A612, Burton Joyce
DS 12.30 *'Magna Charta', Lowdham
MB 1.15 *'Black Horse', Caythorpe
FU 1.55 X'01d Elm Tree', Hoveringham
DS 2.25 Brookfield Orive, Hoveringham
(2.50 0ld Rectory, Thurgarton arrive
mB (3.45 3 [ depart
FU 4,05 Goverton Turn
DS 4.30 'Wagon and Horses', Bleasby
MB 4.55 Midway to Fiskerton
FU 5.25 *'Bromley Arms', Fiskerton
DS 5.45 Railway crossing, Fiskerton
MB 6.10 Brinkley
all 6.35 'White Lion', Easthorpe
6.30 SOUTHWELL MINSTER

* shows places where there will be short dance displays;
more extended displays will be given at:
8.30-9.00 0O1d Market Square, Nottingham

9.30-9.45 Hermitage Square, Sneinton (proclamation from
the Environmental Society and coffee in Community Centre)

11.30-11.45 outside the Cross Keys, Burton Joyce (coffee
stall organised by the Local History Society)

2.50-3.45 Mediaeval Fayre at the 0ld Rectory, Thurgarton
(including dance display by the Aidleys ladies dance team)

6.20-6.30 Massed procession through Southwell from
Easthorpe to the Minster

ABOUT THE CHARITIES WHICH WE ARE SUPPORTING

The "Smile Don't Stare" Fund is oroanised by the
Friends of the Greenwood Children's Centre at the City
Hospital in Nottingham. Its aim is to support in
practical ways the families of children with physical
or mental handicaps; for  example by providing
advanced-design wheelchairs. The specific objective of
the Fund this year is to purchase and equip a
specially-adapted holiday chalet at Bridlington for the
use of families for whom normal holiay accomodation
would be wunsuitable and who might therefore not
otherwise be able to take a much needed break at the

seaside. Last year the Gate raised £2300 for "Smile
Don't Stare".

For further details about the Fund, and the money
raised by the sponsored walkers and dancers on the Gate
to Southwell, please contact:

Mr M. Robinson

131, Park Road

Calverton

Nottingham (tel N.653315)

The NSPCC is of course a national organisation, but the
money raised by the sponsored walkers taking part in
the procession will be used in local projects. Sadly,
cruelty to children remains all too common and the
Notts NSPCC urgently need new premises in which to
carry out their important work. In this centenary
year, the Nottinghamshire branch aims to raise £150,000
for the purpose of providing a new, properly equipped
Centre in Nottingham, including a Special Unit dealing
with child abuse.

For more details about the arrangements for NSPCC
sponsored walkers on the Gate please contact:

Gill Tanner

9, Selby Road

lest Bridgford

Nottingham (tel N.B12039)



18th Century, the annual church meeting which used to
be held in conjunction with the procession was Southuwell
abolished. Even after the procession had long ceased
to be held, the Chapter Clerk kept up the custom of
attending in the north porch of the Minster, where his
predecessors had collected the Southwell Pence.

Minster 6.30 pm

_—

Brinkley 6.10 pm

The Gate to Southwell is of particular interest to | THE Fiskerton 5.25 pm
traditional dance enthusiasts, because the Nottingham

Borough records show that in 1530 entertainment on the ROUTE OF Bleasby 4.30 pm
procession was provided by a team of morris dancers. :

They were rewarded for their efforts by payment from THE GATE

the Boroggh for their bellg. coats an t@e ale that tﬁe Thurgartonfarr 2.50 pm Mediaeval
dancers drank at all times". Morris dancing in T0 G HiGE B Fayre
Nottinghamshire thus has a recorded history that goes SR s P

back more than four hundred years. SOUTHWELL

1984
ABOUT THE MINSTER CENTENARY Hoveringham 2.15 pm

The church of St Mary's at Southwell was founded over a |
thousand years ago, in 956 AD. The present magnificent
building dates mainly from the 12th Century, when the

Gate began. For most of its long history the Minster Lowdham 12,30 pm
was not a cathedral: that is a title reserved for the
see or headquarters of a bishop, and is the church in
which his "cathedra” or throne is set up. Southwell
was 1in the diocese of York, and did not achieve the

status of the head church of its own diocese until
1884,

Caythorpe 1.15 pm

Burton Joyce 11.30 am
Nevertheless, as its architecture demonstrates,
Southwell "Minster™ (monastery) before 1884 was no
ordinary parish church, and this is also seen in its

special form of organisation: it was served by an
independent, self-governing and headless "chapter" of
canons (priests, not the explosive variety). The

Carlton 10.30 am
chapter had special powers to administer the church

laws in the district around Southwell known as the
"peculiar of Southwell”., The canons themselves were 0ld Market Square
supported by the incomes of their prebends or local
estates, where they were also nominally the parish
priests. Each prebendary had his mansion at Southwell
as well as his parochial manor or parsonage. Most of
these mansions have survived and give great
architectural character to Southwell.

8.30 am Sneinton 9.30 am
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At the 'White Lion', Easthorpe, the dancers and walkers
will line up for the Ffinal stage into the Minster,
where our arrival is timed for the end of Evensong at
6.30 p.m. At the North Porch, after the greeting from
the Town Crier, the Southwell Pence will be handed
over, following a long custom, to the Chapter Clerk.
The 'Southwell Pence' were traditionally the offerings
of each parish in the county of Nottinghamshire to the
mother church at Southwell, and they amounted to
£15:18s:74d in total. Since the revival of the Gate,
they are contributed by the local morris sides.

THE SERVICE AT THE MINSTER

In the Minster, there will be a short service to
commemorate the morris dancers and pilgrims who over
several hundred years made the annual procession to
Southwell. After the Chapter Clerk has welcomed the
procession to the Cathedral, the hymn 'Staff of Faith!
will be sung (to the tune of Monks March). There will
follow prayers, remembering especially the
disadvantaged children who are the object of our
charity appeal, and the song 'Lord of the Dance'. A
traditional English morris dance from Bampton in the
Bush, Oxfordshire, known as 'Glorishears’ will be
performed to the tune of 'Lord of the Dance'. The
service will conclude with the hymn, appropriate to
Whitsuntide, 'Fear not rejoice and be glad'" and a
reading from Joel Chapter 2, verses 21-27 upon which
the hymn is based. After the blessing the procession
will leave by the west door.

THE EVENING

After the service at the Minster, the dancers and
sponsored walkers are invited to process to the
'Bramley Apple' in Church Street, where they may quench
their thirst with a pint of beer provided free of
charge to bona fide participants by the generosity of
the Home Brewery Company Limited. Thus refreshed, a
dance or two will be in order before the feast.

The feast and ceilidh will be held at the Southwell
Leisure Centre, Nottingham Road, from 7.30 p.m.
Callers and musicians should contact Eric and Joy
Foxley.

( Entrance is by ticket only and is restricted to
members of the procession and their guests. Tickets,
price £3.50, available from Bob Hine on or before 23rd

may.) Ticket includes a buffet meal; there will be a
bar.

THE GATE TO SOUTHWELL

The Gate to Southwell is a traditional Nottinghamshire
event that dates back to the year 1109, when the
Archbishop of York - Thomas of Beverley - wrote to each
of the parishes of Nottinghamshire asking them to
contribute to the building of a new mother church at
Southwell. Their offerings - the Southwell Pence -
were brought to the church in an annual procession at
Whitsuntide. The procession began in Nottingham and
was headed by the Mayor and Corporation in their best
ceremonial robes. Apparently, the Mayor was allowed a
certain discretion and sometimes did not come "because
of foulness of the way or destemperance of the weder”.
Behind the mayor came clergy who could use the occasion
to get up to date on church business, and ordinary
people combining a pilgrimage with a holiday excursion.

According to one author, "Southwell was very gay on
Whit Monday with the representatives of two hundred and
five odd parishes riding into the 1little town. Whit
Week was long regarded as Southwell Feast Week, when
merry village sports and other pastimes made a welcome
break in the peaceful progress of the year. The
greatest attractions were the donkey and pony races
from Burgage Green to the top of Hockerton Hill and
back. Nothing is left of all these enjoyments now, and
the whole feast has degenerated into Southwell Races,
which are held at Rolleston."

We do not know precisely when the annual procession was
ended, but it seems likely to have been in the 16th
Century when the reformation of the Church, and
especially the break of the link with Rome, undermined
the religious purpose of the procession. In the late



HELP FUND A NEW CENTRE FOR CHILD CARE

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

N-S-P-C-C
CENTENARY
1884-1984

President: Sir Gordon Hobday
Chairman: Rufus Trembath
Treasurer: Geoffrey Hasted
Secretary: Mrs. Jenny Farr

PRO: Alfred Robens

Committee Members:
" Peter Barbor
Geoffrey Bond
John Carter
Mrs. Philippa Farr
Kenneth Garrod
Jeremy Latham
Mrs. Brenda Ormonde
Mrs. Margaret Pollett
Lady Starkey
Humphrey Stokes
Robin Waring

Regional Organiser:
Stanley Stewart

Area Representatives:
Mrs. Anne Buckland
Andrew Fearn
Ian Taylor

Development Appeal Office:
The Old Rectory

Thurgarton

Notts

& Newark 830227

JMF/PB 7th November 1983

Bob Hine, Esq.,

27 Hollytree Close,
Hoton,

Leics.

Dear Mr. Hine,

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Trembath to which I
reply on his behalf.

The Nottinghamshire Centenary Appeal Committee are delighted
to accept all the excellent plans for the Gate to Southwell to
be held on Saturdav, 16th June 1984.

I personally shall be pleased to welcome everyone to the Old
Rectory for a Mediaeval Market, to use the gardens and fields
to serve teas, and have stalls for N.S.P.C.C., Southwell Minster
Centenary Committee and Smile Don't Stare, if they so wish.

All other points in your letter are of course agreed to. However,
I would be grateful if you would keep in touch with me to let
me have details of any further plans you may make. Perhaps too
it would be helpful if you came to see me in Thurgarton to see
the general facilities available. We have held five Strawberry
Fayres for the village in June and would be happy to give you
any benefit possible on experience gained from these events.

My very sincere thanks for so kindly allowing us to participate
in the Gate to Southwell and benefit from the occasion, we do
appreciate this opportunity enormously.

Yours sincerely,

il

ok

J.M. Farr (Mrs.)
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Minta’s The Printers

130 MAIN STREET
CALVERTON
NOTTS

TEL. NOTTM. 652841

Printways

RUSSELL STREET, NOTTINGHAM
TEL. NOTTM. 787100

Letterpress, Litho and Label Printers

PRINTERS OF CARDS 5% DANCE TICKETS

RAFFLE TICKETS vy LEAFLETS

NCR INVOICE SETS ¢ CIRCULARS
WEDDING STATIONERY
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Chairwoman: Mrs. Liz Doona
Secretary: Mrs. Sue Smith
Treasurer: Mr. David Thomson

What is Smile Don’t Stare?

Smile Don’t Stare is a charity organised by the Friends of the
Paediatric Assessment Unit at the City Hospital, Nottingham. This
is a National Health Service Unit which deals with the
identification of physical and developmental problems of children
and offers advice on appropriate therapy. As a result of working
with the parents, the staff at the Unit have become aware of some
of the problems which are encountered by families who have a
handicapped child. Not all of their needs can be met by the
existing helping agencies and therefore parents and staff
together are using their free time to raise funds to provide the
extras which seem so necessary to maintain the morale of these
~ families.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Arrow Public House
Blue Bird Trust Home Brewery Co. Ltd.
Boots Co. Ltd. Maverick Restaurant
B.P. Petroleum Dev. Ltd. Radio Nottingham
Child In Need Radio Trent

Commodore International
Greater Nottingham Co-op Society Stag Cabinet Co. Ltd.
GPO: Bowman Operators Benefit Scheme Zodiac Toys

Local churches, clubs, schools and nurseries
All other helpers and contributors

GREENWOOD CHILDREN CENTRE
Telephone: 608111 ext. 2100

Skills Motor Coaches Ltd.

Equipment

In 1981 we concentrated on raising money for Ortho-Kinetic
wheelchairs which have proved a valuable aid to those children
associated with the unit who could benefit from them. Each chair cost
approximately £500 and we were able to purchase 30.

What we propose

Our current project for 1982 is a Resource Centre which will be housed
within the City Hospital.

This will contain aids for communication, mobility, independence and
play for the handicapped child. These will range from aids for basic
needs such as potty chairs to expensive electronic aids for
communication. They will be available for the child, his parents and
therapist to try out before purchase. Future products will be directed
towards similar special needs not catered for by the N.H.S. To do this we
need your support with time, ideas or money.

Ortho-Kenetic Wheelchair

We would like whatever help you can give us.




What have we already done?

For example, because of their odd appearance, physical
problems, socially undesirable behaviour or other reasons many
of these children are not included when the party invitations are
given out. For many of them the Paediatric Assessment Unit’s
Christmas Party is the first they ever attend. Funds we have
raised in the past have been used to provide a small present for
each child. This helps to make the day a little special.

OUTINGS AND HOLIDAYS

Anyone who has tried taking a young family on a day’s outing will realise
the problems this entails. When one of the children is handicapped
these problems are magnified. Usually there is more equipmentto carry
around, there may be transport problems, and then when the family
does go out, people stare. Consequently many families have given up
trying.

In 1977 parents and staff organised a group outing which helped to
minimize these difficulties and a coach full of families were able to take
a day trip to Skegness. The success of this led to increased demand the
following year for a trip to Wickstead Park.

This venture has proved very popular and is a day out which is eagerly
anticipated by all the family. It has now become an annual event (in
1982 we went to Drayton Manor Park). Again our fund raising efforts
enabled us to provide this.

Holidays can be even more problematic than a day’s outing. In addition
to the questions which we all have to consider before going on holiday,
families with a handicapped child have a few more. For example
whether the accommodation will have doors wide enough for
wheelchairs and ramps for easy access. Extra equipment is often
needed such as cot sides, laundering facilities, potty chairs and bath
aids.

Christmas Party

DAY OuUT
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Other people may not understand the child’s problems. Will they stare at
the child because he’'s unusual? Will they understand if he makes a
puddle on the floor? Will they be disturbed by his screaming during the
night? Will they understand his temper tantrums? (biting himself/being
aggressive).

44
This is only a small selection. Is it any wonder that many families decide i VO u Ca n
that it is easier to stay at home. Sometimes the handicapped child is able

to go on a holiday organised specially for them and although the value of I y d p d
these cannot be underestimated, this is not a family holiday. a Wa s e e n

: . rr
In 1980 a holiday chalet in Mablethorpe was purchased by us and p t
equipped to provide suitable accommodation so that some of these On my su po r
problems could be surmounted thus encouraging the family to be more

relaxed and free to enjoy their holiday together.

Our fund raising efforts proved worthwhile as the chalet is fully booked
throughout the summer months.

Wrangler

THAT'S WHAT’'S GOING ON

Holiday Chalet at Mablethorpe




The Gate to Southwell gained a
Banner in 1983. It was produced by
Pete and Jo Bradley and Pete can be

seen on the right of the picture

The Gate
to Southwell

The Travitional
Pottinghamshive
Phitsuntive Procession




Loughborough
Evening News

May 18th 1983
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 Dancing down
the miles

For marathon run read
marathon Morris dance, for
that is what Bob Hine, of
Hoton, is organising on
Saturday, May 21. 2

At his behest, local Mor-
ris dancers, including the
Dolphin side from Kingston
on Soar, will be attempting
to dance for more than 20
miles from Nottingham’s
Market Square to South-
well Minster, thereby
recreating an ancient cus-
tom, the traditional Whit-
suntide procession known
as “The Gate to Southwell”.

It was first performed in
1109 and was held annually

| for more than 500 years.

Bob found a record in the
Nottingham borough.
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My lords , ladics anst gentiemen
On beilf of He ciltizens of +his
hwn , T do hmbg we lcone and
greet the people of fie

"Gate fo Southntll’ who By ancient
Custom have cme b this church
at Whitsuahde.

I calt on Me BobHine o reply
 onbehalf of Ehe Suic b Subane

[ B4, Joa 4‘0&9@&41
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My lords, (adies and gentiemen

I now calt on the Chapler Clenk,
Canon Morley . bo receive Fhe

Southwd( Panca .
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