DOLPHIN MORRIS MEN

AGM 15 September 2016

Squire's Report
2016 has been another successful year for the side. We have maintained our customary schedule of outings, whilst including some different bookings this year that have added to the variety of our activity. We have by and large lived up to our commitment made at last year’s AGM to ensure a full side (minimum 9 men) for these events and have acquitted ourselves well, I feel. The psychologists’ conference in January and the JMO stand out for me in terms of our performance, and we were a credit to ourselves too at the recent East Suffolk Ring Meeting. We scored a further hit at the end of the season with our teaching session at Gotham Primary School; a welcome opportunity to put something into the local community and stimulate interest in the Morris amongst the next generation.

We continue to be a formidable singing and music side – again to great effect at East Suffolk – although (with exceptions, of course) we seem to have had fewer and quieter sessions of our own this season. We have also remained strong in the jigs department thanks to Michael’s tireless coaching, and this is an important element in our shows.

 Another important element – reborn this year (after an admittedly somewhat painful gestation) – was that of the fool. For some time absent from the side, this has for me been a welcome return. We now have two, since Michael resumed his previous role and Clive developed his own different persona. As I have said elsewhere, I believe this is working well; the characters complement each other, engaging the audience in different ways. Indeed, I understand our tour bags have been up since Clive came into role. I know he would welcome feedback from the side about how he is performing.

Our standard of dancing has continued to be reasonable overall. We generally attract a decent crowd when we’re out and about and entertain them well. We almost always can rise to the occasion for the important shows. However, we can still let things slip badly when the interest or concentration goes. I think variable factors influence this – not always at the same time. Age and the decline in fitness that tends to goes with it make us more prone to fatigue. And alcohol consumption of course contributes. It is more noticeable in the more recently introduced or less frequently danced and at the end of a long day; although this is not always the case – we can quite often start off ropey! I am unsure the extent to which this analysis may be shared by the side and, if so, what the solution is. We practise regularly, though few of us can manage to attend them all. I wonder how many of us practise at home or think about points of style between practices. In terms of performance at least, my instinct is that ‘less is more’; dances within a smaller repertoire will be danced more often and therefore more confidently and accurately; perhaps shorter sets or more rest between will reduce tiredness and stress on dodgy knees and backs. It may be worth considering these factors when planning our dancing out for next year’s season.

In terms of dances danced out this season, totalling up the table below comes to 259 – compared to 205 last year! (In fact it is more because, as I write this, I notice I have omitted the psychologists’ ball when, in addition to the plough play, we danced a least 5 set dances and a jig.) Thus it seems we have in fact been working harder this year! Not sure quite how we did it; we did a lot of dancing on the Long Bennington Weekend, and we have had one or two extra bookings over last year (Martin’s statistics will tell us more). Breaking it down by tradition, we appear to have danced Adderbury about twice as much as last year, Lichfield and Bampton about half as much again, and the other traditions more or less the same frequency. Our most often danced were Constant Billy Headington and Sheriff’s Ride (10 times each), followed by Valentine, Forester, Vadalls, Jenny Lind, Cobb’s Horse, the Keeper and Saturday Night (all 9 times). 40 jigs were performed (31 last year), with Michael being the champion (10), closely followed by Ian A (8) thanks to his sterling efforts to compensate for the lack of a full Dolphin side at Chipperfield! As usual, I have tried (albeit with partial success) to achieve an even spread of dances in each tradition throughout the season, but inevitably it depends to an extent on turnout, who’s present (e.g. ‘country’ members may not be confident with our newer dances) and what the event calls for. I think the increase in 8-man dances does show that we have had better turnouts this year – so, thank you all for that. I confess to having avoided calling up some of the more complex Fieldtown such as Dearest Dickie, as well as (sorry Chris) Ring O’ Bells/Milley’s Bequest, due to my lack of confidence that we could achieve a competent performance in public, although other newer ones (e.g. Washing Day, The Abnalls) seem to be progressing well. This season you have been spared Queen’s Delight and I think I’ve taken the hint on Black Joke!

Once again I’m pleased to acknowledge the contribution that individuals in the side make to the success of the whole. Again I am particularly indebted to Martin who, as bagman, has probably been the busiest on behalf of Dolphin this year. But also beavering away – less overtly, but equally importantly – have been: Steve taking care of our accounts (whilst seriously laid up, so we wish him success with his knee surgery); Ian S and the teachers of each of the traditions; Michael on social media, stick maintenance and the ever entertaining ‘Spout’; Clive on developing the website (which is now looking splendid – very contemporary and an excellent ‘shop-window’ for the side); and Andy quietly accumulating evidence and memorabilia for posterity.

If you are happy for me to continue, I would be pleased to accept a nomination for a further term as Squire, and look forward to another year of dancing, music and friendship with Dolphin.

Wil

8/9/16

Dances danced out 2016

	Dances
	
	No.
	
	
	No.

	ADDERBURY 
	Black Joke
	1
	ILMINGTON
	The Blessing
	5

	
	Cobb’s Horse
	9
	
	Bobby & Joan
	4

	
	Lads
	8
	
	Constant Billy
	2

	
	Postman’s Knock
	7
	
	Haste to the Wedding
	6

	
	Washing Day
	6
	
	The Keeper
	9

	BADBY
	Beaux
	4
	
	Room for the Cuckold
	2

	BAMPTON 
	Banbury Bill
	-
	
	Saturday Night (H)
	9

	
	Bobbing around
	5
	
	Saturday Night (1 stick)
	-

	
	Furze Field
	5
	
	Saturday Night (2 stick)
	-

	
	Maid of the Mill
	4
	LICHFIELD
	The Abnalls
	5

	
	Pram pushing
	5
	
	Jenny Lind
	9

	
	Rose Tree
	6
	
	Milley’s Bequest
	1

	
	Step & Fetch Her
	4
	
	Ring o’ Bells
	2

	
	Webley
	5
	
	Sheriff’s Ride
	10

	BLEDINGTON
	Idbury Hill (hanky
	0
	
	Vandals of Hammerwich
	9

	
	Idbury Hill (stick)
	6
	LONGBOROUGH
	Swaggering Boney
	0

	
	Morning Star
	0
	SHERBOURNE
	Highland Mary
	0

	
	Trunkles
	0
	
	Orange in Bloom
	0

	
	William & Nancy
	6
	
	Trunkles
	0

	
	Young Collins
	4
	UPTON upon SEVERN 
	Stick Dance
	3

	BUCKNELL
	Queen’s Delight
	0
	JIGS
	Jockey to the Fair (Sh)                                  Mi

	FIELDTOWN 
	Banks of the Dee
	7
	
	Ladies’ Pleasure (Bl)                   Ma x 2, IS x 2

	
	Balance the Straw
	6
	
	Ladies Pleasure (F)                        Mi, W(f) x 3

	
	British Grenadier
	5
	
	Lumps of Plum Pudding (Bl)            Mi, W, IA

	
	Country Gdns
	7
	
	Nutting Girl (F)                                   N, IA x 3

	
	Dearest Dickie
	2
	
	Nutting Girl (Ba)                                           Mi

	
	Forester
	9
	
	Old Woman Tossed Up (H)                     Mi, W

	
	Ladies’ Pleasure Set
	1
	
	Old Molly Oxford (H)         Chr, IA x 2, Mi x 2

	
	Lord of the Dance
	0
	
	Month of May (F)                              W, Mi x 2

	
	Old Woman Tossed Up 
	4
	
	Princess Royal (F)Mi x 2, N x 2, IA x 2, W x 2

	
	Valentine
	9
	
	Bonnets of Blue (Bu)                         Mi x 2, W

	
	Signposts
	1
	
	Shepherd’s Hey (Bu)                                      Cl

	HEADINGTON 
	Bean Setting
	2
	
	Shepherd’s Hey (W)                                         J

	
	Blue-Eyed Stranger
	5
	
	Jockey to the Fair (B)                                       J

	
	Brighton Camp
	-
	
	

	
	Capt. Leno
	4
	
	

	
	Constant Billy 
	10
	
	

	
	Country Gdns/Carrion Crow
	3
	
	

	
	Getting Upstairs
	4
	
	

	
	Hunt the Squirrel
	4
	
	

	
	Laudnum Bunches
	7
	
	

	
	Maid & the Palmer
	2
	
	

	
	Rigs o’ Marlow
	2
	
	

	
	Rodney
	3
	
	

	
	Trunkles
	0
	
	


